
 

Appendix A 
Notice of Preparation





APPENDIX A 
Notice of Preparation  

Notice of Preparation 
In accordance with Section 15082(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, the City prepared and circulated a 
Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a draft EIR for the Proposed Project. The NOP was circulated for 
a 30-day comment period, which began on August 15, 2007, and ended on September 13, 2007.   
This appendix includes the following information:  

• Notice of Preparation (dated August 2007); and  

• Copies of comment letters received during the NOP comment period.  

Galt General Plan Update: 2030 A-1 ESA / 203100 
Draft Environmental Impact Report  July 2008 



 



   Ci ty  of  Gal t  General  Plan Update :  2030 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION

August 13, 2007 

August 13, 2007 

(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, 15375)

To: State Agencies    From: Sandra Kiriu, AICP 

 Responsible Agencies    City of Galt Planning Department 

 Local and Public Agencies   495 Industrial Drive 

 Trustee Agencies     Galt, CA 95632 

 Interested Parties     Phone: (209) 366-7230 

       Email: skiriu@ci.galt.ca.us  

       Fax: (209) 744-1642  

Subject: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE GALT GENERAL PLAN             
   UPDATE: 2030 

Project Title:  City of Galt General Plan Update: 2030  

Project Applicant: City of Galt Planning Department 

Project Location: City of Galt, Sacramento County  

The City of Galt (City) will be the Lead Agency for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 
City’s General Plan Update: 2030 project (Proposed Project). We need to know the views of your agency as to the 
scope and content of the environmental information that is germane to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in 
connection with the Proposed Project. Your agency may need to use the EIR prepared by our agency when consider-
ing relevant permits or other approvals for the Proposed Project. The City is also seeking input from residents, prop-
erty owners, and concerned citizens as to the issues that should be addressed in the EIR.  

The project description, location, and the probable/potential environmental effects of the Proposed Project are con-
tained in the attached materials. An initial study was not prepared for this NOP; however, a summary of the environ-
mental issues to be analyzed in the EIR is provided as part of the attached information. 

Due to the time limits mandated by State Law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date, but not 
later than September 13, 2007. Please send your written comments to Sandra Kiriu, Principal Planner, City of Galt 
Planning Department; at the address, email, or fax number shown above.  We will need the name for a contact per-
son in your agency. For more information on the Galt General Plan Update, please visit our website at http://
www.ci.galt.ca.us and click on the General Plan Update icon.  

Additionally, the City of Galt has set up a meeting to receive public input on the scope of the General Plan EIR. At 
this meeting, individuals, agencies, and organizations can provide the City with their input on the content and analy-
sis conducted for the General Plan EIR. The EIR scoping meeting will be held at the Anthony Pescetti Com-
munity Room, Galt Police Department, 455 Industrial Drive, Galt, CA on September 12, 2007 at 7:00pm.  

Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 

  Sandra Kiriu, AICP 
  Principal Planner, City of Galt Planning Department 
  (209) 366-7230 





August 13, 2007 

1.  Project Title 
 City of Galt General Plan Update: 2030  

2.  Lead Agency 
   City of Galt   

 Planning Department 

 495 Industrial Drive 

 Galt, CA  95632 

3.  Contact Person 
  Sandra Kiriu, AICP 

 Principal Planner, Planning Department 

 (209) 366-7230 

4.  Project Location 
 The City of Galt is located on State Route 99 in 

southern Sacramento County between the cities of 
Elk Grove and Lodi (see Figure 1). The City is lo-
cated 26 miles south of the Sacramento metro area 
and 24 miles north of the Stockton metro area. 
State Route 104 (Twin Cities Road) connects Galt 
west to I-5 and east to Ione and the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. Galt is also located approximately 100 
miles east of the San Francisco Bay Area. The City 
is surrounded by agricultural lands and the Cosum-
nes River Preserve.   

5.  Project Sponsor  
 City of Galt    

 Planning Department 

 495 Industrial Drive 

 Galt, CA  95632 

6.  General Plan Designations 
 Multiple designations 

7.  Zoning Designations 
 Multiple designations 

8.  Description of  Project 
The Proposed Project represents a comprehensive up-
date to the City’s existing General Plan.  The Proposed 
Project will include an updated Goals and Policies Report, 
an updated land use diagram, an updated circulation 
plan, and expansion of the City’s existing Sphere of In-
fluence (SOI).  

Every City and County in California is required by State 
law (Government Code Section 65300) to prepare and 
maintain a planning document called a general plan. A 
general plan is designed to serve as the jurisdiction’s 
“constitution” or “blueprint” for community land use and 
resource conservation decisions. Decision makers in the 
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
August 13, 2007 

Figure 1. City of Galt Regional Location 
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Guiding Principles of the General Plan 

The major theme of the General Plan is to retain and 
build upon Galt’s small-town and neighborhood qualities 
while achieving an economically-healthy and self-
sufficient community. With this theme in mind, the fol-
lowing guiding principles provide the foundation for the 
General Plan. The following principles were developed  
through the public workshops, City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings and stakeholder meetings:  

Provide a mix of residential density choices while pre-
serving the traditional character of Galt. 

Population projections based on the 2030 General Plan 
is approximately 50,950 people.  

Preserve agriculture and open space land north of La-
guna and Skunk Creeks. 

Promote economic and job growth along Highway 99 
and the Twin Cities Road corridor. 

Preserve land surrounding the wastewater treatment 
plant. 

Distribute school and public/quasi-public uses evenly 
and equitable throughout the General Plan area.  

Table 1 General Plan Objectives 
Urban Form/Growth New growth should provide a balanced mix of land uses while preserving rural commu-

nities and revitalizing the existing downtown area. 

Circulation Existing traffic and parking facilities improvements must be made to meet the needs of 
visitors, businesses and residents in addition to planning for future expansion of transit 
options. 

Infrastructure & Utili-
ties Expansion 

Adequate provision of infrastructure and utility services is necessary to keep pace with 
the City’s future growth. 

Economic Develop-
ment

Development of new business, retail, commercial services and expansion of the City’s 
economic base is necessary to provide new jobs and shopping opportunities within the 
City. 

Agricultural Land & 
Wildlife Habitat Pro-
tection

Protection of agricultural residential areas and preserving the rural setting of the com-
munity is essential in preserving productive agricultural land and protecting valuable 
wildlife habitat in the vicinity of the community. 

Community Image & 
Identity

The community’s image as a small town is integral to sustaining and developing a dis-
tinct identity for the City of Galt. 

City will use the Galt General Plan to provide direction 
when making land use and public service decisions. All 
specific plans, subdivisions, public works projects, and 
zoning decisions must be consistent with the City’s 
General Plan. 

The general plan must address the seven topics 
(referred to as “elements”) of land use, circulation, 
housing, open space, conservation, safety, and noise 
(Government Code Section 65302), to the extent that 
the topics are locally relevant. It may also include other 
topics of local interest, as chosen by the City 
(Government Code Section 65303). The City has cho-
sen to include several additional elements including a 
Historic Element, Administration Element, Community 
Character Element, Economic Development Element 
and a Public Facilities and Services Element.  A com-
plete description of all the elements that comprise the 
Proposed Project are identified on page 5 of this NOP.   

Based on community input received during the public 
participation process and an analysis of existing condi-
tions in the City, several objectives were identified and 
used to develop the goals, policies, and implementation 
programs for the draft General Plan as well as the draft 
Land Use Diagram. These objectives are summarized in 
Table 1 below.  
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General Plan Organization  
The Goals and Policies Report sets out a hierarchy of 
goals, policies, and implementation measures designed 
to guide future development in the City. To provide a 
comprehensive and easy-to-use format, the Goals and 
Policies Report is divided into ten elements. Each ele-
ment contains a set of related topics that have been 
grouped together based on the close relationship of 
those topics.  

Each element will start with an overview of the topics 
contained in that section. The individual topics will build 
on the General Plan objectives identified in Table 1. Each 
element contains a set of goals, policies, and implemen-
tation measures that will be used to guide the future of 
the City. The ten elements and the key topics that com-
prise each element are summarized in Figure 2. The 
Housing Element is governed by separate state laws and 
is on a separate mandated update schedule, currently 
required by July 2008.  

Planning Boundaries 
The Planning Area refers to the geographic area that will 
be directly addressed by the general plan, and typically 
encompasses the city limits and potentially annexable 
land within its sphere of influence. The Planning Area for 
the Proposed Project extends from the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin county line in the south (e.g., Dry Creek), La-
guna and Skunk Creeks in the north, Cherokee Road in 
the east, and Sargent/Midway Road in the west. This 
boundary is shown in Figure 3. The Planning Area covers 
approximately 7,670 acres, or twelve square miles.  The 
area north of Twin Cities Road will require a Sphere of 
Influence expansion.    

Buildout under the Draft General Plan 
A draft land use diagram for the Proposed Project is pro-
vided in Figure 3. This diagram closely reflects Alterna-
tive 2, one of several alternatives developed from input 
received at the General Plan Workshops and City Coun-
cil, Planning Commission, and stakeholder meetings.  
Other alternatives to be analyzed in the EIR are dis-
cussed later in this notice. As shown in the figure, the 
Proposed Project is comprised of various land use desig-
nations. Table 2 provides a list of these designated land 
uses along with an estimate of acreage attributed to 
each land use.

The EIR assumes that overall buildout of the Proposed 
Project will occur by 2030. Proposed development will be 
incremental and timed in response to market conditions. 
The Proposed Project will include policies intended to 
control the amount and location of new growth.

Table 2
Designated Land Uses Proposed under 

the General Plan: 2030 

Designated Land Use Acreage 

Rural Residential 1,430 

Residential Estates 185 

Low Density Residential 2,361 

Medium Density Residential  344  

Medium-Hi Density Residential 70  

High Density Residential 225   

Commercial  755  

Office Professional 136  

Light Industrial 891  

Public/Quasi-Public 495  

Parks 159  

Open Space 709  

Total 7,670

Source: Mintier and Associates 2007 



General Plan Documents 
The General Plan Update includes the preparation of five 
documents, divided into two sets: General Plan Docu-
ments (adopted) and General Plan supporting docu-
ments used to assist in the decision making process. 

General Plan Adopted Documents:  
Goals and Policies Report. This report is the es-
sence of the General Plan. It contains the goals and 
policies that will guide future development within the 
City and its Planning Area. This document also identi-
fies implementation measures and includes land use 
and circulation diagrams. 

Existing Conditions Report. This report provides a 
detailed description of the environmental, economic, 
land use, public facility, and service conditions that 
exist within the City’s Planning Area.   
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General Plan Supporting Documents: 
Expanded Study Area Report. This report provides 
a discussion of the land and circulation alternatives 
considered for the General Plan Update, which includes 
the Expanded Study Area Alternative. [Previously re-
leased December 2005] 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR). An EIR will be 
prepared to meet the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Information pre-
sented in the EIR will be used to better understand the 
potential environmental impacts associated with im-
plementation of the General Plan. 

City of Galt General Plan Update: 2030 

- Historic Preservation – General 

- Economic Incentives for Historic Preservation 

- Historic Preservation Education & Awareness

Public Facilities & 
Services Element

Economic        
Development  

Element

Historic Element

Safety & Seismic 
Element

Administration
Element

Conservation & 
Open Space    

Element

Land Use Element Circulation      
Element

 - Water Resources 

 - Fish & Wildlife Habitat 

 - Vegetation 

 - Open Space 

 - Air Quality 

 - Energy Conservation 

 - Mining Resources 

 - Global Warming 

Noise Element

- Noise 

- Funding 

- Water Supply & Delivery 

- Wastewater 

- Stormwater Drainage 

- Solid Waste  

- Law Enforcement 

- Fire Protection 

- Parks & Recreational 

- Education 

- Retail Attraction & Develop-
ment 

- Industrial & Office Attraction 
& Development 

- Business Retention &   
Expansion 

- Workforce Development

- City Street System 

- Freeways & Highways 

- Residential Streets 

- Automobile Parking 

- Transit Facilities - Administration 

Community    
Character Element

- Overall Community Design 

- Gateways & Community Corri-
dors 

- Downtown 

- Overall City Growth & Expansion 

- Downtown 

- Residential Growth 

- Commercial & Mixed-Use    
Development 

- Office Professional Development 

- General Health & Safety 

- Seismic & Geologic Hazards 

- Flood Hazards 

- Fire Hazards 

- Aircraft Crash Hazards 

- Hazardous Materials

Figure 3. City of Galt General Plan: 2030 Elements and Key Topics 
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Figure 3. City Council Preferred Land Use Alternative 
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Public Input into General Plan
Development 
Between December 2003 and August 2007, the City held 
six community workshops, four focus group meetings, 
eight joint City Council and Planning Commission work-
shops, 24 special City Council meetings (i.e., Sacra-
mento County LAFCO, surrounding property owners, 
stakeholders, environmental groups, etc.). This public 
input has contributed to the draft Goals and Policies Re-
port and the draft Circulation/Land Use Diagram Ana-
lyzed in the draft EIR.

Alternatives to the Proposed Project 
CEQA requires that an EIR consider alternatives to a 
project (Section 15126 [a]). According to CEQA Guide-
lines, the range of alternatives “shall include those that 
could feasibly accomplish most of the basic purposes of 
the project and could avoid or substantially lessen one 
or more of the significant impacts” (Section 15126 [d] 
[2]). A short description of each of the alternatives is 
included below. 

The following alternatives are currently being proposed 
for evaluation in the EIR for the Proposed Project (which 
includes the Preferred Land Use Alternative identified in 
Figure 3): 

Alternative 1—No Project (Build-out of Existing Gen-
eral Plan) 

Alternative 2—Compact Growth  

Alternative 3—Expanded Study Area  

City of Galt General Plan Update: 2030 

Alternative 1
No Project

(Build-out of Existing General Plan)  
CEQA requires that the EIR for a project consider a 
“No Project” alternative. The No Project alternative 
assumes that the Proposed Project is not adopted by 
the City. For the purposes of this EIR, it is assumed 
that in the absence of the Proposed Project, the exist-
ing 1990 General Plan would continue to guide the 
City’s development. Full build-out of the existing Gen-
eral Plan would include both currently approved pro-
jects, plus a limited amount of additional development 
permitted under the existing General Plan in the fu-
ture.

Alternative 2
Compact Growth  

Alternative 2 emphasizes compact development by 
allocating most growth close to the existing business 
and civic core, around downtown and the Central Galt 
interchange. New growth areas will be integrated into 
distinct neighborhoods with a mix of uses. Pedestrian 
and bicycle-friendly facilities are also incorporated into 
this alternative. The population buildout would be ap-
proximately 50,950 people.

Alternative 3
Expanded Study Area 

Alternative 3 represents complete buildout of the Gen-
eral Plan Study Area. This alternative would build upon 
the land uses identified in alternative 2, but growth 
would also extend to the General Plan Planning Area 
boundary. The majority of the land uses that would 
occur beyond the existing City limits would be Low 
Density Residential. This alternative would provide for 
a buildout population of approximately 73,000 people.  
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The EIR prepared for the City of Galt General Plan Up-
date: 2030 will address the range of impacts that could 
result from adoption and implementation of the Pro-
posed Project. This section provides a short summary of 
the potential impacts that will be analyzed in the EIR.

Aesthetics
The project may: 

- Have adverse effects on scenic vistas. 

- Damage scenic resources. 

- Degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of the City and its surroundings. 

- Create a new source of substantial light or 
glare. 

Agriculture Resources 
The project may: 

- Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, 
or Farmland of Statewide Importance to 
non-agricultural uses. 

- Conflict with existing agricultural use. 

- Involve other changes in the existing envi-
ronment that, due to their location or na-
ture, could result in conversion of Farmland 
to non-agricultural use. 

Air Quality 
The project may: 

- Conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
the applicable air quality plan. 

- Result in a net increase of any criteria pollut-
ant for which the project region is non-
attainment under the federal or state ambi-
ent air quality standard. 

- Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations. 

- Create objectionable odors affecting a sub-
stantial number of people.

- Result in an increase in greenhouse gas 
emissions that would contribute to global 
warming conditions. 

Biological Resources 
The project may:

- Have a substantial adverse effect on any 
species identified as a candidate for special 
or sensitive status in local or regional plans, 

policies, or regulations, or by the California 
Dept. of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

- Have a substantial adverse effect on riparian 
habitat. 

- Have a substantial adverse effect on feder-
ally protect wetlands. 

- Interfere with the movement of any native 
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 
or with established native resident or migra-
tory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites. 

Cultural Resources 
The project may: 

- Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource as de-
fined in §15064.5. 

- Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to §15064.5. 

- Directly or indirectly destroy a unique pale-
ontological resource or site or unique geo-
logical feature. 

Geology and Soils 
The project may:

- Result in substantial soil erosion of the loss 
of topsoil. 

- Be located on a geological unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as 
a result of the project, and potentially result 
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse. 

- Be located on expansive soil, as defined in 
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 
(1994).

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
The project may: 

- Impair implementation of or physically inter-
fere with an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan. 

- Expose people or structures to a significant 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving earth-
quakes, or upsets due to earthquakes or 
floods. 

Potential Environmental Impacts 
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City of Galt General Plan Update: 2030 

Hydrology and Water Quality 
The project may: 

- Substantially affect groundwater supplies or 
interfere with groundwater recharge. 

- Substantially alter the existing drainage pat-
terns in a manner that could result in sub-
stantial erosion or siltation . 

- Substantially alter the existing drainage pat-
tern of the site or area in a manner that 
could result in flooding on or off site. 

- Create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of pol-
luted runoff. 

- Otherwise substantially degrade water qual-
ity. 

- Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard 
area.

- Place within a 100-year flood hazard area 
structures that would impede or redirect 
flood flows. 

- Expose people or structures to a significant 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving flood-
ing. 

- Inundated by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow. 

Land Use 
The project may:  

- Conflict with an applicable land use plan, 
policy or regulation of an agency with juris-
diction over the project adopted for the pur-
pose of avoiding or mitigating a significant 
environmental effect. 

Mineral Resources 
The project may: 

- Result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be of value to 
the region. 

- Result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan. 

Noise
The project may:

- Expose persons to excessive groundborne 
vibration or groundborne noise levels. 

- Result in a substantial permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without the project. 

- Result in a substantial temporary or periodic 
increase in ambient noise levels in the pro-
ject vicinity above levels existing without the 
project. 

- For a project located within an airport land 
use plan expose people residing or working 
in the project area to excessive noise levels. 

Population and Housing 
The project may:

- Induce substantial population growth in an 
area, either directly or indirectly. 

Public Services 
The project may:

- Create an increase in demand for new or 
expanded public facilities and services such 
as Fire protection, Police protection, Schools, 
Parks, and other public facilities, which may 
cause potentially significant environmental 
impacts. 

Recreation 
The project may: 

- Increase the use of existing neighborhood 
and regional parks or other recreational fa-
cilities such that substantial physical dete-
rioration of the facility would occur or be ac-
celerated. 

- Include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities that might have an adverse physical 
effect on the environment.
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Transportation/Traffic 
The Project may: 

- Cause an increase in traffic that is substan-
tial in relation to the existing traffic load and 
capacity of the street system. 

- Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a 
level of service standard established by the 
county congestion management agency for 
designated roads or highways. 

Utilities and Service Systems 
The project may: 

- Require or result in the construction of new 
water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the construc-
tion of which could cause significant environ-
mental effects . 

- Require or result in the construction of new 
storm water drainage facilities or expansion 
of existing facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental 
effects.

- Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider that serves or may serve 
the project that it has inadequate capacity to 
serve the project’s projected demand in ad-
dition to the provider’s existing commit-
ments.

- Be served by a landfill with insufficient per-
mitted capacity to accommodate the pro-
ject’s solid waste disposal needs. 
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September 7, 2007 
 
 
 
Ms. Sandra Kiriu, AICP 
City of Galt Planning Department 
495 Industrial Drive 
Galt, CA  95632 
 
Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report  
for the Galt General Plan Update: 2030 (SAC200400168f) 
 
Dear Ms. Kiriu: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Galt General Plan Update: 2030.  The Sacramento 
Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD) staff suggests the EIR address the following 
topics. 

1. Consistency with SACOG Blueprint Preferred Scenario 

There is no discussion in the NOP regarding a comparison of the SACOG Blueprint Preferred 
Scenario and the Preferred Land Use Alternative approved by the City Council in March 2007.  For 
air quality purposes, it is important that projected growth is allocated in such a way to achieve the 
transportation improvements associated with the Blueprint Preferred Scenario.  For example, it is 
critical that the City not only plan for growth in population and employment that is consistent with 
SACOG projections, but also ensure that the resulting transportation outcomes achieve the 
improvements associated with the Blueprint Preferred Scenario.  SMAQMD staff recommends that 
the EIR include transportation related performance factors that measure consistency between the 
General Plan Land Use Alternative and the Blueprint Preferred Scenario.  Examples could include 
comparisons of factors such as vehicle miles traveled (VMT) per household or VMT per person, 
based on travel demand model forecasting.  The transportation outcomes supported by the General 
Plan are directly related to mobile emissions which are critical to achieving federal and state 
ambient air quality standards. 

2. Climate Change 

SMAQMD encourages the City to include a discussion of climate change in the EIR. The emerging 
issue of climate change has gained a great deal of attention in the past several years.  On 
September 27, 2006, the State of California passed into law AB32, the Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006 which requires the State to reduce its carbon emissions by approximately 25% by the 
year 2020.  In addition, the California Attorney General filed suit against San Bernardino County on 
April 12, 2007 for failure to adequately address climate change in the San Bernardino County 
General Plan EIR.  SMAQMD staff recommends that in addition to analyzing the air quality impacts 
related to emissions of ozone precursors, particulate matter, and other pollutants currently 
regulated by the California Clean Air Act and Federal Clean Air Act, the EIR should also provide an 
inventory of greenhouse gas emissions associated with the General Plan growth projections.  

Larry Greene 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL OFFICER 
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Because the General Plan is likely to result in local growth that will contribute to the global issue of 
climate change, the EIR should include an analysis of the cumulative effects of the General Plan on 
greenhouse gas emissions and global warming.  The EIR should also identify feasible mitigation 
measures that could help to reduce identified cumulative effects.  I have enclosed a copy of a letter 
which is being sent to all jurisdictions within the SMAQMD which discusses in further detail 
addressing climate change in CEQA documents.  

3. Locating Sensitive Receptors Near Sources of Air Toxics 

In April 2005, the California Air Resources Board released the Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: 
A Community Health Perspective.  The ARB Handbook identifies a number of toxic emissions 
sources, including high volume roadways, and recommends that sensitive receptors, including 
residential developments, be located at a distance from the sources that reduces health risks 
related to toxic emissions.  The ARB Handbook suggests that General Plans provide the “most 
effective mechanism” for dealing with sensitive land use compatibility issues.  Specifically, the ARB 
Handbook encourages land use agencies to incorporate sustainable development and 
environmental justice policies from the 2003 General Plan Guidelines published by the Office of 
Planning and Research.  SMAQMD provides additional guidance to local jurisdictions in the 
Recommended Protocol For Evaluating The Location Of Sensitive Land Uses Adjacent To Major 
Roadways.   The SMAQMD Protocol provides guidance on how to assess the potential cancer risk of 
sensitive receptors exposed to diesel particulate matter from major roadways.  The Protocol was 
endorsed by the AQMD Board of Directors on January 25, 2007. 

 
SMAQMD staff will continue to work with City staff to develop a General Plan that maximizes overall 
improvements in air quality within the City of Galt and throughout the region.  Please contact me if you 
have questions or would like additional information regarding these issues.  I can be reached at (916) 
874-4881 or khuss@airquality.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Karen Huss 
Associate Air Quality Planner/Analyst 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Larry Robinson, SMAQMD 
 Ron Maertz, SMAQMD 





















 





































 









 













 




