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RECOMMENDATION  

Information only, no action is recommended. 

BACKGROUND  

This memo is part of the ongoing effort to keep your Commission informed regarding 
various legislative matters. 

An ad-hoc committee appointed by the CALAFCO Board of Directors will consider and 
adopt positions on several bills pending during the current session. 

SUMMARY  

There are several pieces of CALAFCO supported legislation that passed last year. 

AB 1739 (Dickinson D) Groundwater management. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 9/16/2014 
Introduced: 2/14/2014 
Last Amended: 8/22/2014 
Status: 9/16/2014-Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 347, Statutes of 2014. 
Summary: 
Would provide specific authority to a groundwater sustainability agency, as defined in 
SB 1168 of the 2013-14 Regular Session, to impose certain fees. The bill would authorize 
the Department of Water Resources or a groundwater sustainability agency to provide 
technical assistance to entities that extract or use groundwater to promote water 
conservation and protect groundwater resources. This bill would require the department, 
by January 1, 2017, to publish on its Internet Web site best management practices for the 
sustainable management of groundwater. 
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CALAFCO Comments: As amended, all references to LAFCo being involved in the 
formation and governance processes for groundwater management agencies have been 
removed. Agencies will be formed by public agencies as dependent special districts or 
through JPA, MOU or some other legal agreement. Coordination for overlapping basins 
and subbasins will be done at the local level. 

AB 2156 (Achadjian R) Local agency formation commissions: studies. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 6/4/2014 
Summary: 
Would include joint powers agencies and joint powers authorities among the entities from 
which the local agency formation commission is authorized to request land use 
information, studies, and plans, for purposes of conducting specified studies, and also 
would include joint powers agreements in the list of items the commission may request in 
conducting those studies. The bill would specifically define "joint powers agency" and 
"joint powers authority" for purposes of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government 
Reorganization Act of 2000. 

CALAFCO Comments: As amended, the bill specifically defines "joint powers agency" 
and "joint powers authority" for purposes of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local 
Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (C-K-H), and includes joint powers agencies 
and joint powers authorities (JPAs) among the entities from which a local agency 
formation commission (LAFCo) is authorized to request information in order to conduct 
required studies. 

AB 2762 (Committee on Local Government) Local government. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 7/9/2014 
Summary: 
The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 does not 
apply to pending proceedings for a change or organization or reorganization for which 
the application was accepted for filing prior to January 1, 2001, as specified. The act 
authorizes these pending proceedings to be continued and completed under, and in 
accordance with, the law under which the proceedings were commenced. This bill would 
repeal those provisions relating to pending proceedings for a change or organization or 
reorganization for which an application was accepted for filing prior to January 1, 2001, 
and make other conforming changes. 

SB 614 (Wolk D) Local government: jurisdictional changes: infrastructure financing. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 9/29/2014 
Summary: 
The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 requires a 
local agency or school district that initiates proceedings for a change of local government 
organization or reorganization by submitting a resolution of application to a local agency 
formation commission to also submit a plan for providing services within the affected 
territory, as specified. This bill would instead require, if a proposal for a change of 
organization or reorganization is submitted to a local commission, that the applicant 
submit a plan for providing services within the affected territory. 
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CALAFCO Comments: As amended, the bill is intended to provide an incentive to cities 
to annex disadvantaged unincorporated communities by creating an option for a funding 
mechanism using a property tax sharing agreement by affected entities (to share the 1% 
tax dollars) and ensuing tax increment. A special district would be created to act as the 
vehicle for that funding. The bill allows LAFCo to consider, as part of the application, the 
formation of a new district or the reorganization of an existing district, but only if all of 
the affected agencies are in agreement. 

CALAFCO had a number of concerns with the bill which were addressed by the author in 
the August 18th amendments. 

SB 1168 (Pavley D) Groundwater management. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 9/16/2014 
Summary: 

Would state the policy of the state that groundwater resources be managed sustainably for 
long-term reliability and multiple economic, social, and environmental benefits for 
current and future beneficial uses. This bill would state that sustainable groundwater 
management is best achieved locally through the development, implementation, and 
updating of plans and programs based on the best available science. This bill contains 
other related provisions and other existing laws. 

SB 1319 (Pavley D) Groundwater. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 9/16/2014 
Summary: 
Would authorize the state board to designate certain high- and medium-priority basins as 
a probationary basin if, after January 31, 2025, prescribed criteria are met, including that 
the state board determines that the basin is in a condition where groundwater extractions 
result in significant depletions of interconnected surface waters. This bill would add to 
the prescribed determinations that would prevent the state board from designating the 
basin as a probationary basin for a specified time period. 

AB 1995 (Levine D) Community service districts: covenants, conditions, and 
restrictions: enforcement. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 8/25/ 
Summary: 
Would authorize the Bel Mann Keys Community Services District to enforce all or part 
of the covenants, conditions, and restrictions for a tract within that district, and to assume 
the duties of an architectural control committee for that tract, as provided. This bill 
contains other related provisions. 

AB 2443 (Rendon D) Water Recycling Act of 1991: mutual water companies: 
duplication of service. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 9/29/2014 pdf html 
Summary: 
Would authorize a recycled water producer or wholesaler that has identified a potential 
use or customer within the service area or jurisdiction of the retail water supplier, to 
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request, in writing, a retail water supplier to enter into an agreement to provide recycled 
water to the potential customer consistent with specified requirements of the Water 
Recycling Act of 1991. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws. 

AB 2453 (Achadjian R) Paso Robles Basin Water District. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 9/16/2014 pdf html 
Summary: 
Would, until January 1, 2019, provide for the formation of the Paso Robles Basin Water 
District, and would set forth the composition of, and method of election by landowners 
and registered voters for, the board of directors for the Paso Robles Basin Water District, 
the boundaries of which would be established and may be modified by the San Luis 
Obispo County Local Agency Formation Commission. 

SB 1230 (Committee on Governance and Finance) Validations. 
Current Text: Chaptered: 5/29/2014 pdf html 
Summary: 
This bill would enact the First Validating Act of 2014, which would validate the 
organization, boundaries, acts, proceedings, and bonds of the state and counties, cities, 
and specified districts, agencies, and entities. This bill contains other related provisions. 
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