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Introduction  

Save Our Sandhill Cranes (SOS Cranes) is a non-profit 
organization which is dedicated to maintaining open 
space habitat and the conservation of the California 
Central Valley's Sandhill crane populations through 
education, outreach, and community activism. 
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Our Reference Points
Sacramento - today vs. 30 years ago

Increased sprawl, traffic, conversion of agriculture.
Over 2,300 acres per year of farmland converted to sprawl
[1998 –2000 Land Use Survey for Sacramento County]

Sacramento – today vs. 100 years ago
Nearly 85% of the Central Valley marshlands have been lost 
to development.1

Impact on Pacific Flyway.
Only 25,000 of the estimated 500,000 acres of riparian habitat 
that was here in 1850 still remains.1

Roughly 1,300 of 30,000  nesting sites for Swainson’s Hawk remain.

1 Sacramento County General Plan, Conservation Element, Section V
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Our Vision
Hold the USB, SOI and other growth limit lines – no 
loss in habitat into perpetuity.
Require a minimum mitigation of 1:1 for any 
development within existing growth boundaries.
No loss in valuable agricultural lands that are 
compatible with preserving wildlife.
Focus development on adapting to higher density 
models.

Reduce the cost of infrastructure.
Maintain habitat and open space for cranes and other 
species of concern.
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Why Hold the Line on Growth? 
Because Sacramento County is expanding at an 
unsustainable rate –

Roads and highways are becoming impassable.
Habitat is shrinking and existing wildlife is 
becoming squeezed into areas too small to support 
their survival into perpetuity.
Ramifications of continuing the existing growth 
development model are unconscionable.

Moreover - because we have a duty and a responsibility
to insure the survival of other species.
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Data compiled from Department of Water Resources Land Use, 2000
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Distribution of Greater 
Sandhill Cranes 

Sacramento County

Greater Sandhill 
Cranes need open 
space for survival
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Existing Swainson’s Hawk Nesting Sites

California Natural 
Diversity Database
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California Natural 
Diversity Database
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Growth Limits
Incrementally moving the lines 
and expanding into new green 
field areas will not reduce the 
pressure for more growth –it 

will only change the outcome 
by reducing or eliminating the 

biodiversity in our valley. 

We need to change our 
current course.  We can

ensure the survival of our 
remaining valley wildlife 

and still prosper as a 
community. 1993 Sacramento County General Plan
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Benefits of Holding Growth Boundaries
Besides preserving wildlife and open space for future 
generations, there are a number of other benefits to 
curtailing development outside of existing urban 
growth limits.  These include:

Pushing development in the County toward a smart growth 
model – building up, not out.
Economic benefits and quality of life improvements for 
existing residents.

“…unchecked sprawl has shifted from an engine of 
California’s growth to a force that threatens to inhibit 
growth and degrade the quality of life.” (Bank of America, 1995 p.1)
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Transportation
Creating population density nodes to support mass 
transit and light rail improvements.
Reduce transportation distances. 
Reduce congestion with mass transit and access to 
local stores and businesses.
Improve pedestrian and bicycle access through 
mixed use development.
Improvement in air quality and reduced greenhouse 
gas emissions.
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Reduction in CO2 Emissions
Reduced transportation time will reduce production of 
greenhouse gases.
Retaining agricultural land within the County allows for 
locally grown foods with less fuel required for delivery to 
market.
Wild and agricultural lands provide a large scale, highly 
efficient carbon sink.
The evaporative cooling of agricultural fields and natural 
flood plains reduces temperatures - offsetting increases due to 
greenhouse gases (Sloan et al 2005).
Urban development has been demonstrated to increase 
ambient temperature because of its decreased reflection 
qualities relative to natural lands (Sloan et al, 2005).
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Agriculture
Row crops provide critical feeding habitat for 
Greater Sandhill cranes and other listed species such 
as Giant Garter snake.
Provides a more diverse economic base for our 
region -generating over $275 million in Sacramento 
county not including associated activities and 
services.
Provides local production of food we need for 
survival as well as food for the wild animals we 
share this land with.
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Agriculture 
Allows the valley to participate significantly 
in the emerging sustainable agricultural 
revolution.

Bond-funded easements could be the initial 
investment to fund startups.

Urban surveys indicate an express desire in 
agritourism, 57% positive response (Jolly & 
Reynolds, 2005).
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Flood Prevention

Prevents loss of life and damage from future 
disasters by not placing buildings in harms way.
Allows future access for flood control 
enhancements, catchments, and structures such 
as set back levees.



17

Economic Benefits
Increases the value of developed properties within 
existing growth boundaries -

Increased demand for infill construction projects 
(building up).
Growth demand would be amortized over a known 
and reduced area (the San Francisco effect).
Open space areas surrounding the cities will have a 
positive financial effect. (Nichols, Compton, 2005; Environment Canada, 2000)

“Greenspace does have a significant affect on home values. This, coupled with the 
other more general beneficial economic affects of natural areas, helps make a 
convincing argument for maintaining existing greenways, developing new ones, 
and incorporating them into urban planning.” (Environment Canada, 2000)
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More Economic Benefits
Decreasing costs for:

Transportation
Infrastructure
Health care
Community services (police, libraries, etc.)

Taller, more expensive infill projects will generate 
increased property tax revenue per acre of developed 
land while capturing more sales tax revenue due to 
increased density and its resulting local retail 
opportunities.
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Example – Laguna Beach 
Starting as a local movement in 1967, Laguna Beach 
successfully created a substantial greenbelt between itself and 
the rest of Orange County.
Residents voted for a $20 million tax on themselves in 1990 to 
help buy Laguna Laurel, a crucial piece of the greenbelt.
These same residents have enjoyed some of strongest property 
values in CA as well as a steady and significant flow of tourist
dollars. 
Laguna residents insisted on their values being honored above 
those of the local developers who wished to substantially 
change the character and feel of their town.    



20

Example - Marin County
Environmentalists began working to save open space as early 
as 1926 with the Sierra Club fighting proposed development 
on Mt. Tam.
The Marin County Open Space District was established in 
1973 and has been responsible for the  purchase and 
preservation of over 14,000 acres of open space.
The Marin Agricultural Land Trust was formed in 1980 and 
has recorded agricultural conservation easements on over 
32,000 acres.
This focus on the preservation of open space in Marin County 
has made it a premiere location to live and to vacation with 
resultant equity gains for property owners and tourist income 
gains for business.
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Conclusion

We have a duty and a responsibility to ensure 
the survival of other species.

And, the realization of this duty and responsibility will 
only have positive effects on the existing residents of 
our valley.
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