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Appendix D is intended to provide information on the process and criteria that will be used for 
siting the proposed SMUD Woodland-Elverta Transmission line and Willow Slough Substation 
within the study areas analyzed in this EIR. Upon approval of the Program by LAFCo and by 
voters, SMUD will begin the project level analysis of these facilities. This will include siting the 
transmission line and substation and performing CEQA analysis to determine the preferred 
locations of these facilities 

SMUD will utilize the guidance provided by the Sacramento County General Plan Public 
Facilities Element Section VII, Energy Facilities and the Sacramento County Zoning Ordinance 
Sections 301-10, 310-11, and 310-12. These policies provide guidance on siting of energy related 
facilities and minimizing impacts on CEQA related resources. The Zoning Code includes a 
prioritization of the types of locations preferred for siting these facilities. Since the guidance 
provided by Sacramento County is the most thorough discussion of siting of transmission lines 
and substations, it will also be used for facilities sited in the Yolo and Sutter Counties and the 
City of Sacramento. 

SMUD will engage in a cooperative effort with agencies, local jurisdictions, property owners, 
and the public to determine and analyze alternative alignments and locations for these facilities. 
SMUD will work with these groups to site these facilities in locations that avoid or minimize 
effects on the environment and adjacent landowners without making the construction of these 
facilities infeasible or interfering with the authority and responsibility of the SMUD Board of 
Directors to make the final decision on the location of SMUD’s facilities in the public interest. 

The proposed locations for the transmission line and substation require approval from the cities 
and counties where the facilities will be located. The SMUD Board of Directors may override a 
local jurisdictions’s disapproval of a siting location with a supermajority vote.  

 
 
Attachments: 
 
Sacramento County General Plan Public Facilities Element Section VIII, Energy Facilities 

Sacramento County Zoning Code Section 301-10, 310-11, and 310-12.  
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